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FRENCH MILITARY POLICY

[Following is the traasistlon of an srblele by Plerre

' Masemer, Minister of Defense, in the French-language
migezine Revus de Delenve Netiopals {National Defeuse
Reviaw), Baris, MAY 1003, peges (ro=T6L.]

Militery policy consists in defining, orgsnizing, equlpplng, and
training our amed forces for babtle; 1t le an fmportant sad, in tine
of war, an essantisl component of defense policy and 1t can be undey.-
Bhood oaly by those vho are fomilier with the often stated principles

of that policy.

A8 part of my topile hers today, I will dsscridbe flret of all the
forces or, mors specifically, the weapons systems which we heve or which
we want to heve, as well as the orgenization of thalr commusd setupy
foom these cousiderations I will then derive the requirvements secyuing
to our exmies as pert of our progremy Lm coneluslon I will discuss the
effects of our military policy on the coumbtry, in time of peace.

Vary soon, France will have thres weepons systems. The fired
weppona system 15 the strategle muclear force (often celled striking
forca)s 4t is the mission of this force to sot as deterrent and, if
this deterrent fuwction should fail, to hit designated anewy tergets
with the most powerful vuclesr wespons es quickly ss possible.  Ths two
tasic technical components of this force are the bowb or the puclear waye
heed and the mesns of delivery (vowbers or rockets); In addition to
thess we nave launch pads, communications facilitles, and mizcellaneous
equlpnent. ‘ ’ , ‘

The flret genervatlon of our strategle nuclesyr Porse will consist
Cof 50 Mirege IV bombovs with a. epeed of up to Mach 2 and with & wertlme
miszion reange of 2,500 km without refuelisg snd 4,800 lm with in-flight
refusling by C-135 teanbers.  Hech slveraft will caxry ons type A bumb

we that 18 bo say, o fission bomb =~ with a power equiveleunt to 50 op

60 XT of TNT (three times the power of the Hiroshime bomb); the

wl
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prototype of this bomb hee been tested successiully on 1 Mey . 1952 in
the Saherz. The first alrereft thﬁpPPﬁ with the first bombs will be

opersticial before the end of 1963; the 50th aircraft will be dellvered
at the erd of 1966.

. This tirst generstion will be essemtially charwcierized by.atomic
bowbs and airerall {nc*h of woich can be further improved so thed 4heir
useful employment car be prolonged); it will be followed, starting in

19681060, by a .secoud generatlon which will consist of thermo-nuclear

weapons and rockets, If we want to make *hﬁ?mﬁnnuﬂkear wﬁapmnPJ we
will heve to hove urenium highly eariched with ilsotope 2353 bub this
will not be posaidls wntil afier the isotops separaiion pl ant, pled

wnder sonetruction ab Plefrelatie, heas been cospleted, which should hep-

pen around the beginning of 1967,

The rocket plﬂnmad for this theimc-nuclzar warbesd 33 now in
the resegich stege; 1t will be a ballisbic rocket with & zaugs of
3,000 km and with suitable ascuracy. The rocket will consist of two
gtages, pmwered by the combusticn of plocks of powder; It will have
ite own inertlal guldance sgystenm whioh 7111 steer it to the target and
aither kesp 1% on or chexge 1te chosen’ Lrejectory.

Cnee we have the rocket and the nuclesr warhssd; we will have
to select the proper launch pad from which the rocket con be Dired;
this will ve e land, nevel, aerial, or spascisl platfcrm, Ihe decieion
here depenis on techuical as well ae strategic, and hence also polltiecsl
factors. Technically, launching from o land platform. mobile or fixed
and, in this case ofien undesrground, wcuwﬁ e the eimplest and the most
economical solution; wmiliterdly and politically thils is wot without in-
copvenieace for & relatively small country such &g Frence. This 1s why
the nuclsar-powered suhmsrine has been chosen as the leuwack pletlom.
We are planning to bave three submerines, each oarryipg 16 sisglles;
the first, for vhich orders hove just been placed witkh the shipyard,
should be operatiesal in 1969; the other two should follew ab 2wyear
intervels, depending o the declsions mede in conneetlon with thelr cone
struction. We are alse sthudying the 1dea of lawmcehing a rocket from an
serial platform but no decision has been made on this es wvei,

IT wve went to understand the organizetion of the awlsar force,
we must keep in mind the frightful conseoguences resulbing from the use
of such wespons. The very threat posesd by them 1s capable of exerting
g decisive influence on the enemy's will o go to war snd thelr use, in
case of mortel peril may plunge the world 1lsto atomle holocaust, This
means that the definitlons of the mizsicne snd the actuel pgo-sigpel for
the strategic nuclear force must be up to the Chief of Stute himeelf o,
if he should not be evallable, this should be hendled by jersons chare
ged with thie responsibility in advance.

4+
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straregic nuclesy Toroe e
is to say, cibies, or mili-
noob dalisiiiha) fons centers or enemy missile
37 The ﬁchu fror the disc @f,xs o this subject bebtween
ﬂﬂt?&ﬁ‘f% has resched France. Dub as fer ag we In France
; «“Te&, auch & debate is meanin ag far 28 the possgitle use
off our netiom.l nuclear Tirce is nonewrmede Considering the veapons
availahle fto us, the only tergets thet would have a deterrent velue
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Bince we de rot want to be the
Cormed of spony aggression ss gqulickly
c¢ide what coznnaﬂfw*iud to take and get ke off
i pxﬂﬂt and commitment of strategle Forces are
ion taker by the sdversar spd on the alm 5 ﬁ*un«mu
&nfwwm&ﬁ on reuelvﬁd Zecause of its detectlon egu gﬂbWt arul

nformation provessing eguipment, our alr delfensc Ltdu §h<u?d
“t;)n te supply the govermment with the necessary bvackoreund

g decision, The air defense operetions centar colliects :
L'vd From our owrn snd from ailied sources; 1% enable
4¢ use this informstion in order to advise the siret
¥ > within 8 metter of aninutes,
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inosupport of itz mission, our iy d«fﬁl e svshen hes soven
radar detection statlions which sre being wedernized and nine Llnterocopt

Grons.,

snticipete thet some respopsible of Ticers ~hareed with
weapons may be the cause of accldents dve o m&ﬁuhl ﬂeradge«
: : T, on the cther harnd, they mip

n becase of merel ﬂ‘ruplr“ This means
Gpte’al, securiby measures; we willl heve bto
ona for the delivery vehleles and the othe
B ag such; both of these would heve t@ ¢
etely and fmmediately prior ¢
. b s > of missiles; we will have Lo ins
@m&vﬁ gireraft or missiles end these devices will hava pab

he RL%an' they will also have to Y &irﬂﬂtly romchios

itlesl zuthority that orders ?hm Mtudﬂxn

.

e

S Y
ings of

s
AL

g?‘

conbroiled

In awy case, we camnot base our militery pelioy solely on the
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posseasion of strategle nuclesr weapons. We nusth wlipo hove foreas thet
con W employed more flexibly snd that con be used In more limited
aoticng ihese sre the forees of iﬂt“rfﬁ““LOn} ag we wmay ~oil them, in
cther words, our second system of forces,

; intervention forces sre land. noval,and alr forcees capsble
ol goelng dnto action GM&PPJV‘ thelr mj&ﬁfnn ia t@ fioht sod stop in
mﬂmmy who is attacking Frauce or kis sllies in a auelesr or cooventiconal

These Torces must be czpable of golng into setio: O
cwtside Furopesr they may de complitted within the Atlentle slilance or
outeide the Alllsnce

&
¢
8]
o
%
b
o
]
8]
3

.

Our ground forces will sueply six divisions to the intervention
forces {or, more accurciely, six ddvision ﬁlﬁuaa‘ five of which will be
g

lighter than the 195G-twpe diviasion (the 195 gwnyg dlvision comsiets of
three reinforced -mechanized or motorized trigedes;; “the sikth, more
specificalliy 1ntrzﬁe5 for overssas somplovment, will bve of o different

type and will be capsble of psrachute, airborne, or amphibious aotion,
These divisions will be equipped with modsrp wespous and meterlel and
this will enable them to fight both under the threst of stomic werfare
ey tn shomie war as suchy  this in turm regulres grest movllity and
sguipment with tactical atomic wespons,

How, where are we in this progrent? ERight now, we hove slx
brigades in Cermany ~~ equivalent to two divisions -« and these wnits
are full-strangths <4helr equlipmeni nes been modernized, exosot with
respect to medium ternis and some bﬁaoi%l sguipment. Over ths pest 13
months, we recrgenized three llebt divisions in Frawce from wnits repa-
triated fron Algerias the 7tn ;vmareé, the Otk Motorized aud the Llth
Infantry divisione {which will be used as the overseae strike divieion),
These Alvisions will in the begimning have twe brigades wut they will
heve three origades in 1963, The modernizeticn of thelr erms and aquip-
ment will procead somewhad more slowly zand they will not reach the cupe
rent level of the divisions in Cermany wmtil 19A%5. As far s atomlc arma-
ment ls concerned, the divisions stationsd in Gew any ar« eguipped with
"Honest John' missiles snd the necesssry nucleer warhsads, of courss,
under Americsn control.

At the end of the second phase of the program, tswarﬁ 197C,  the
lend sompopent of the strike or intervention forece will consist of about
150,000 men, 3,000 srmored vehlcles, 25,000 supply gnd lisison
vehicleg, and 330 hellcupters, 3Starting in 1970, we are plsmuing to equip
this force with French-mads tacticel siomic arms.

The ground wnits will very often have to fight & combined alpes

T
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sndeground battle; 1t will therefore be pecessary for our salrforce 1
parbicipate in our strike or interventlon fovee, At this tinme, this
participation primarily tekes the shape of the let Taetical Alr Corps
and the Militery Alr Traneport Command.

The let Tastieal Air Corps, which nose has 23,000 men, conslsts
of one roconnaissance squadron, seven fighter squadrons equlpped with
jets (P8  sud RP-84, F-100, Mirage TIT), as well as two "Nike" ground-

Cbo-aliyr wmissile brigades.

A second tecticel slr corps L& now being set up with unlis snd
equipment rapatriated from Algeria and will operate in support of the
Misions shabioned in metyopolitan France: 41 has,emong others, WO
sgquadvons of transport Lellcopbers {ﬁw3@) and two fighter sguadrons {one.

et souedron, one pleton squedron).

‘ The militery alr tvansport unlt bes an instant alzrlirt capscity
of H00 t ard 1s equivped with 172 Nord 2504, 37 C-b7, sed b DC-6. Our

Cprogren does nob csll for an incresse in the alclift  honpage but the

quality of the equipsent will be lmproved with the use of the Transall,
starbing 1o 19663 this sircreft hes & lsrpe cargo capecity and lts epeed
sud radius of actlon ere very umeh greater than those of the Noxd 2501.

The third component of the strike or lunftervention Porce will be
the navy with 1te air and ses units. Almost ell of our pavel alr and ses
uwits should be cadsgorized wmmong the intervention forces -- excepb, of
course, For the swell cosstal surveillence vesgels or minsswvespers, which
hove & home defease wlssion, ag well ss the stomic missile-lawnchidg sube
mayines, when we bave them, '

These foress copsist of 250,000 4 of shipping snd 270 Inberceptor
sivoradt as well az seseuld snd antisulmerise helicopters, ovgendzed into
two sgusdrons, one based in the Meditervanesn and the cother in the Atlantic;
the ewsot Alstrlibubioo of the equipment between these two sgquadrops will be
developed over the coming vears. The principle wission of these naved
forces is 4o agsure the gecurifty of our neritime copmmicabtions in the
western Meditervanesn srd in the northeast Atlantic, to defend our cousis
againgt atiacks Trom the gea apd assure the transport and support of smpbile
hious operatlons conducted by land undlte of the Intervention force.

. The commend of the intervention forces posss sowme very complics-
ted oreanizatloneld probloms: we need ope single Preach wmilitary commsnder
ko heed the French forees from all ams invoived in & parbiocuwlar thestre
af operabions; bub, ab the some btime, we must think of the principle
thestbres and especially of Hurape end fu this conmectlon we must take inbo
gocount our nelghbors with whom we sre wnited by the bonds of formal slli-
ances such as the Atlentle Alliance,
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Fut the jt
time of peace, iw AL ; :
whoge control are fuerS mede thLlﬁD]ﬁ Lc the ‘11;&{&0 the member
nations. As far ag Wrancﬂ is noncorned these are land i
in Germany and cin T Flrst Arwy, &s well as 1t
the lst Tectlcal Alr umrp*, which 1 ddecussed eavlier.
o wsLah we shall contipve to modernize out which we
aagment -~ 15 far from pesligivie; 1T yuuM Tranes Eh e g;ace, ulter
the Unlted

states snd Germany, and befove Creah Britalin,

The French land end air intervention
these two mejoy urits (First Ammy and lst Tact
stitute & mticnel reserve wblc“, in time of
i3 under Prench commend. For instance, the unid
Ilitan Trence and in Nerth Afvics, in time of wus
Commander in Chisd, Metropoliten«Mediterrans: -
in overseas zones 1; 2, and b would be under
Central AIT‘“'T wntte stetioned in overseas 2
be under the Tommsnder i; Chie, Indlan Oceang
South Pacific would be urder the Cormender in C

he higheseas alrv and naval Torces, when at see, would be under
the suthority of the Chile” of Naval Cpersitlon: 1 32 which
the government puts at the dlsposal ol & t

L system of forces, the territc
3t migegion of wipling out
ing‘ﬂm Trench solil or which might
ver, to penetrete French scll.

Thase foroes cousist of unlts of the zsrmy and the air force {plus
of the navy) which exist in time of peace sl whlel
areed by wvartin dlzetion.

.
- mot
LT motly

r the berritorisl opersitionsl &:?v
g donen regional brigsdes

exion) with 8 strength of 5,00 2
ime, and mbout a hundred suhdivisle

one hritade or each
mhi“ﬁ WOl Mull-atrengta

c
imente (;asiwﬂ‘lv _one

Parnish o
milifery
in pesce b

tor sach deperinent) wilch will be mobilized on the Lasis of ooe compe
aonstitut $r;, ir pesce time, the active macleus snd ﬁhe aoh J lization Lcn‘

fenre force
Qﬂﬁ”’%ﬁ

ter for this regiment. The eatire territoviel

18 of course supported “v the voet satwork of
feny represented by the departmental enc mow?
¥ :

Dars).

sn Axping brigede is now belng set up in the
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Hegiongy  some unlis sbout the size of another brigede will be set up in
1963 in the Maseif Central ond along the periphery; five other brigedes
will be organized 1ln 196% epd the rest will be set up in 1967 in reglous
where strong military concentrations wrgently requlre the presence of
herritorial brigades end vhere the egbahilshment of such units 1z more
LifEdenlt to handle.

e regional air commends will participate with 10 Light support
squadrons;  these alr wnits will be atteched to the territorial operge.
tlonel defense Toree and will be weder the suthority of the defense zope
aomeanders. The Aty Defense Comwernd will support them with all its detecs
whon equipment and, possibly, with 1te active sir unlbs thet are capable
af interceptlon or support,

The command of the land units of the territordisl operational
defepse foree, in time of pemcc, ls held by the nilitary reglon commaps
ders and by the commenders of alr units, by the alr reglon commanders
o by the compender of the territoriel air defense force. In csse of
gonflict, the territorial operaticosl defense force will be under the
arders of the Commernder in Chilef, Metropoiiian-Mediterranesn Thsatre
uf Opervations: this geveral offlcer, on taking ccomand, will thus have
lotervention foreee under him (with the exception of those that are under
HATO and those which the goveroment iz holding in reserve), as well as
a3l the territorial operational defense force units s8 such.

We must emphesise that the territorlal operabtiopal defeuse fore
e ave not territoriel vegiments chearged, as in 101k-1018, with gusre
tlng comwanieations lines or with minor stetide mdsslions determined by
eivil suthordties; these will be combat wnlis capable of attacking
hoavily-armed 2nemy unibs whilch may have landsd on Prench solls  the
undtz of vhe serritorisl operstionsl defense force, when necesssyy, push
e able to operabe as Maguis in order to conblinue a wer 1f the first bale
Hles should heave turned oub hadly for uve. Thiz mesng thet they will heve
L have good oadres, good broops, and good weapons;  of courde, we arve
noy plenning o equly them with stowle wespons bub we are golng to give
them the kind of weapons and comminicatlons equipment which will enable
whem o flght o conventlionnl wer or & commando or guerllls warg this
means they sre also golng to have antitenk weapong and wespons ageinst
Light smnored vehlelss, such ag light scout carz, for example., As fox
Logietios, they will live off the land and they will bave t0 be capt~
ble of rapidly adaptlng themselves to guerilles conditions.

well treined, well equwipped, the wnlts of the terwitorlel
operatiopal defense force wiill nave an operatioval wisslon. In case
of war or in cagse of war scare, thelr military conmenders would not
e Lo shoulder the entive responsibllity for domestilc defense, poline
functions, transportatvion, food supply, and so ony 1t ig of course

ey
- { "
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possible that sxizems olrousstances might make L6 wecoszery ko placs
all of these vespoasibilities on the shoulders of o pilitecy comwandsy,
For sxzepis, La regloms 1n which the esery has o fowthold, wub thiz
would only be the exception.

- Cnm thet polnt, our oolonial experiesce in Iede~Ukinu and Al
gerie camwol be spplied in Frwnce, In Asis sed Afvdce we weope flghting
in 8 diffevent populaticr enwiromgest; In other words, the peopls thwre

CAlffered from oura a8 reagmyds rece, religiom, clvilizetlor, 2wl ro om
and they wers often werkisg on the side of our snemies or, ai besi,
they wears indifferenty outside the vltiey, the Frameh sfwinlstration
‘had paver Loan muMersus or solidly ssteblizhed amd b was ofien swept
sway at the beglmeing of the wprdsing, Il was therefore norusl aed
macensery for the militery comssndsr to teke over as adwinlatrator, la
Place of the civil adsimfetration wbich eltber bad collapred or which
had disappesred. In France, the situation would of wourse bw vastly
Aiffarvents the Promsh would ant work for the invaders snd the Freanch
adwiaigtratior 13 6o complex and so readfled dowan Lo the level of coune
biss snd communitdes that 1t would be fagpesaible £ the mililary ooge
wander to take ils pleze therse.

I orfer to bave any chercs of auccess, domestic delonse pust
be vased o the popular will to resiet the ememy; every wen pust hodd
iz bows aad o his duiv. In Somestlc defense, the oprrationsld defanse
miozisn 1s pavamouet 4z osee of cowflict; 1t dg wery Deporiont in jeace
ime hwoauss good dowestic deferse, by glviag depth to the beblladieid,
strengthens our detervent polisy. L the emewy omnnot hops Lo defest
France with a single biow along with sll of Westerm Dareps, 1o o batile
in Germagy, bs will banilate to coxelt himself o a long war which
might lead to tervible complissticns, oy

Good fervitorial operatlopel defense ix tne of the willers of
pationel defense, ‘ :

What are the consegusness of our militery policy cu the armsed
forees? . ' - ’

Prose cunsecusmnes will be vest but thay are barsly beglaning
Lo make thewselves felt Leseuse the aslonlel ware have deleyed the
moderal zaiisn of our symed foresn -- eéspacially the grived Tovees »w
and becaunds aucloar werpons have Juet besn iptyvoduced lnto cur arsenal.

Nuclemr weapors have brought a revolutlion in siratepy asd »
tagtics {consequeatly, thers heve slso deen chenges in uwnlt orgamization
ani copmmnd, 85 well as inm pevscmes® and unit training); the production
of auolear weapons calls for o radical change iv our arms production progras.
Mals puclenr rovolntion will be much more farzsashivg and wmuch faster thea

LA -
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the one that was brought sbout hy the use of powder on the bﬁ%lm ie%idm
stert mra; in the lhth cendory,.

w order not to meke this article too Jong, I will discuss f;r»m:,r
those mw:ezqm«mes of our mllitery pollcy vwhich concern perecnnel and
mabariel 1o our armed foroes,

From now on, the strepplh of an argy or of & fleed will no lone
ger be measwured only by the muber of dlvisions oy ships of the line
but above all by the wmumler of wegsbtons which they can Jevoch mrx@es%fuuv
againgt enemy targeis.

For the firet tlwe ik the milifary history of Feance, mere -
bers of mon are nob & priority matter: the mmber ilu esch age ocategory,
a8 well ag the duvetion ard type of mllitary service arze still subjecta
for discussion, though mostly for gereral policy reaacng, rather than
for military policy purposes. .

Our long~range plan cells for lesz than §00,000 wen in posce
time, not including gendermerie, for the three services; thie flgure
which 1s susller then the i'mgjwe gpecified In ouwr origiral plans, is
not too high for s country which soon will bave 50 million inhehitangs;
but it 1s etlil too kigh 1T we ave mot capoble of equippling these meh
with modern arme and welterisl apd tesching them how to use this equipe
mant,

Moebilizatlon will of course continue %40 e necessary for tere
vitoried defense bub 16 i only o supperting faster which is of signi-
ficencs to the intervention forses bt which is: pegligible as far as
the strateglc nuclesy forces ave concerned. Thiz Is why our plags
ca&l for @h@ wobilization of I nillion wen,in case of war, ss sgainst
b millicn in 1939,

While we must limit the wowber of mm:ej, W earaoh ec&mmmﬂ% el
guallity. To get this kind of quelity muat concentralie oo re-
mant snd tyad wmga

ad

#

thei
arulin

The rveurultwent of cefires and troops can, for evsmple, be ime
proved by strleter physicsl selectlon stanferde whieh would eliminate
coe foarth of those amwm& before they ever Jjoived up {se amsingt
sbout 15% in past vears); we conld also improve veorulbwent by redlaling
our L8 requirements fov-esdves ehtering wllitery séhodls,

General and technical training must be developsd apd brought
up to detar; mors and more wmek sust get this tralning on sll levels of
compnd., OF course, s we ilnaresss owy tmmi‘ng, affort, we wlll heave
o spend mopre tiwme mui nmore money on ity  the training of a coumissioned

an
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Jed pilot coszts UOD,000 Franes, thab of a comelesioned antdtenk
gunner for the EWFAC gun costs 85,000 Francs, and tnat of a tenk dri-
veyr ooghe 35,000 Prancs, Beceuse of the durstioy end ecost of fvaining,
e vast mejority of cadres an? specialista will have %0 be carser ,
zoldlers;  this is why, despite the reduction in the nuwber of men,

we Go aot plen to have u decrease in the aumber of officers sand we

are golng to try to recralt more noncommisaloped offlcers, Our
training program will therefore heve (o gstrengthen formal Slselpline,
which 13 always necessary, as welli ss intellectusl discipline waich

18 now required in the commsnd of nodern ermies, of faset ar? poweriul
tut freglle wnits -« fragile becsuge they are always exposcd te erushing
Blows . ' '

Thess compwnders and thess units must recelve the test srms.
Bach year, 2rme and egulpment producticn betomes more urgent, move Aif-
ficuit, and more expensive, In the 25 years from 1838 to 1G66%, the per
ton price, expressed in constent Frane figurss, hes doudled for tenks,
tripled for ships, and quintupled for airevaft. Au sriticle in Pevruary
1962 {Revue de Deux Mondes(Two-World Review),1% Felwuary 1062}, I ldeted
the prices of some of these equipment items; 1 would like 0 sdd that
a ton of sxzlogives coste 50-100 tlres less in the forx of i atomie
bomk than iu the form of conventionsl explosives in howltzers, charged
with tolite, for exawmple since the thermonuclear bogb per ton of axplo-..
slves, 1s mucu less expensive then the stomic bomb, ’

Contrary to widsapread opinlon, resssrch end produstion of wesw
pons destined for the strategic nmuclesr forse (hebomb, Plervelstie plant,
sireraft, rockets, and so on) represent less ithen 13¢ of the military
budget and will not emount te 25% of thet budast until towerd the end
of thia decede. By way off comperdson Greet Britein pube only 0% of
its wilitery expenditures -« which sre otherwise gresstor then ours ~-
into nuclesr armaments,

But all sime, even the so-called oguventionsl arms, mush Reep
up with technological progmess and must be sdapted o the iuplscable
requirements of nmuclear weapons whose threaf sxists evervwheve and ab
ell timzs. Our units will need tactieal mobility without which thaey
cannot escape destiruction; this is vhy we Deed spesg-count = trocks
tracked vebicles, cowbet helicoplers sad, for the aiy forcs, VIOL air
crafi. The command must have a flexible and fest information Bvstenm
guch as radar, supersonic reconunsissance alrcraft, drones ( &‘ma,"ﬁ.,
remote~contiolled alreraft which are equipped with cameres sod which
are gent un rescinadessnce missions ~« the letest nodels of these
drongs provide for eerial observstion of tesrain via telsviaion), and
even setelllites; they need relisble commmications networks which
pust by wideapread end bave o high message trangmission capaclty.
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Powar, cosploxity, and high oost are the czhﬁ.m@mrﬁm.ﬂ.m_a;g
mederh veapons sid sgquipmend vhich sve going to be furbher eccendu-
ated wE we g0 along. :

To proewre all these wedpons end equipsent, wve will have So
spsml sove goney coch year and, copsideriag the reduction io mumbere
of wen, we will bave to spapd more and move of cur militery funds for
these purposes. T 19k, the awmed Porces budget btook 16§ of theve
‘aypeniitures for supporting fecilities and sras; in 1963, the flgure
will e B2.5% esd we will bave to go a8 high ss 50% in order bo imple~
wment our pesErhm. : : :

It s of course logloal bo think that researyeh apd arna PO~
Auetlon, i an allisuee, should be haedled jolutly by edl the allies
or by some of thes togethey. AB & mabter of fact, the Atlantic
AlLinies has orested great expsotetione in this fleld apd bmng prawcbed
gowse projects sush ss the produsticn of the seatisiveralt missile, bhe
Kk, 4in Burope, ssd the comsiyuction of the Atlavtic smblesvbmaring
abreratt, oot o mention othey projects in which France was lavolved.
But this coopersation has vob dsveloped too well becsuse of patlonal
riveley, especially 1v the industrisl dowoin and sbove all Decause sy
thlmg oughing oo stoeie woapons 13 exciuvded from thia.

We hove decided t0 bave our own sbomic weeponr; Hhis wmeens thatb
wa Wil Bave to meke them curselves snd, for this greet Job, we zust
sopend not endly to our militery englosers snd b our arme plasby, but
also 4o the eiviliewn scientints, euglwesrs, and fedbniciens of owr ¢oule
trys whe more we sodernize our srmed Poress the clossy will these homds
hawe Lo be betwesp the civil snd wilitery solentific and Sesimcloglesl
compunity. At the sope tleb, we will feal the effents of wililtary policy
on the 1ife of the nabion smuch wove strongly, sven lvn posce timg.

The datrastors of ow govermeert Like to ksep emphasizing the
trampondous slze evd rapld growth of Frepch milibary expenditwres.
e wmight nobe in pessing thet our wilitury biget is leorges
after all, 1t amsunbs to 18.5 Billion Feenos) {ror purposes of iuters
sabionsl stotistisg, we would Wave to add to this our expendliture for
ey retirement and vexdous othesr dslense asppepdibtures vhieh would
the epbive wdget wp to 20,5 vlllion or theresbouta): althourh
this le true, there L2 pothing vwowvel ebout this; and we pight sey
thab e proportion of wliitery expendituves cub of the enbire governs
went budget (929 bas been constantly decressing for seversl years)

L m ~ "
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Thug we see that these criticisms sre in reality directed
agalnst the very principle behind ouwr defense offort apd thosme people
who yesterday complains=d aboul the lomg duration of militery ssrvige
ere the same pecple who today zey toat cur arms expendibure. are too
high,

In Prance, as in other countries in Western Zuvcoe, publie
cpinion still Julges these expendifures according to the standards of
the liberal or Marxist economiste of the 1Gth century; o3 *he beuis
of various opposing thecries, these sconumists agreed om one polnty
they ell saild thet militory expenditures hed wno ecomomic wtility es
all., Now, these doctrines no longer explaln cur presont-dasy reality,
4 careful and objective analyels shove that, in a developed countyy,
the expendizures for the modernization of anm army Lo = wajor and oroe
wing degess; are more in the zature of investmenbs thut sye sconamie
cally end sueially profitable and that alse beneflt the mution as a
wWhole, :

& darge porbics of our military expsnditures soes Airectly
back into the mtional economy (8.7 billion Frswee in 10613 9.2
bilifon in 196%; 10.2 billiom in 29%83) fnm the form of contracts
and orders placed with arme industries, afirovaft copstructiecn plants,
shipyevds, electrical and electronies plants, ete. These contsachs
involve 8 lavge portion of cur very modern iadustries aud, within
them involve  the most sivernced techniques aveilable, Tn 1962, the
wilitary budged allocated 1 billion Francs %o vesearch of &1l kinds,
Teain basie research all the way to prototypes for the paat 25 years,
in all developed countries, technological progress hes helped the
industrial civilizations meke great strides and has besp spurred on
by military needs. In Frence, the Atomic Foergy Commission ie%s 60% -
of.ite funds frouw the militery budeet; our eiviiian BREOE DrOTrams
{the French Program and the Buropesn program o which we ey portiei-
pating) would be impossible if they were not supported by wilitary
progrung involving the comstruction of rockets umsed as lswn 1 yeainlag,

It is an illusion to helileve that it woold be easy L trensfer
wilitery erpenditures cver to ecivilian scientific or techrological
rasearch; experiencs shows thet the savioge made in milivary expendi-
twres almost alwey: help finance consumer expenditures,

People very frequently overlook the fact thet, out of mildtery
txpenditures which are not directly funzeled back into the ratioasl
econoiy -« in othker words 8.3 villios in 1963 (18.5 minus 10.2 equals
8.3) repressating prineipslly wape and allowsnee 2unepdltvres «- ale
zost one fourth is used for the gensral snd techaical tradning of pere
sounel of the Defense Department and provides for Fremce the emgineers
snd techniclans we need; this effort involves the Polytechnical | .

Approved For Release 2004/08/28 :-CIA-RDP65B00383R000100230014-3
GOVERNMENT USE CNLY



Approved For Release 2004/08/25 : CIA-RDP65B00383R000100230014-3

. . GUVERNMEST JSE O,

College, the Mardiime Evgineering School, the Dxplosives Sehool, the
Higher Belblopal Sohonl of Aercmewtics, the medical corps schools, the
praparetory schools, sad the technical schoolss all of thesze achoole
bura oub more elvll englneers and techniclers than mllitary ones.
Almost 20% of the wil iﬁary perunonnel are lnvolved here sa L&ﬁi’f"" 198~
tructors o studente, in the gepersl or techulosl shools or %mmim
centers {smcluding of course the wmilitary achools as aueh, For lnsbence,
8%, Cyr) =« and almost 109 of the milis tary budgedt is epent on these
sobhools; RO ove oRS @m*w thet the sation beasfits grestly fram 'i“‘mo.
treiming effort, as does for instance the mili%;w*;t; madical corve vhileh
used almost 2%0 mml‘ﬁs‘m té’mms por yaar and 18 also in cherge of olvis
Lisn meddcal and 1 @ﬁgsim} Barvices,

 Altopether, more then ome thisd of our nmilitery expenditures
are used %g* iy M‘iam o Investment. This preporiion wlll incresss
a8 vwe meke progress 1o the sodernizetion of our axwed Forces.

}‘éi’m{ﬁfﬁi%%ﬁﬁﬂ in expenaive; wmilitary expendlitures; though
Limited o s consbant portion ot of the gross satiomsl produst, arve
i‘f\t&‘”}?“%&w‘i’h‘% :m &J&:ﬁfmté saiue and the ﬁ 1L Wi?éﬂa inerease by @bs“fm
L wliiod webll 187

Pacenge of thelr vest wﬁmp@ and 4inflvence o the 1ife of
the meblon, wdlitery expenditures, in pesce Bime, lesd %o o sibostion
where armament aud aquipment productlon progrese “wans becoms eyt of
metionpl planning. This le why we will ccordinste the 1Ltk plan
und the second lev of the wilitery program fram 1966 o 1970

Wha, in w3l of Pespee, will proflt from this new wl,ixzy in-
volved 1o our silibery sxpenfiiures?

The estublishments which geb i*zhm mrineiple laveatuents peces.
sery for cur progrem ece the Atoedc Energy Commission, the arsensls
of the geoumd “f“ roes end the ravy, ’mf bovller plerhs, the gablowsl
alrersadt cosstuetion aeErpanies, ell of thew govertwment enbterurisss in
various Dorass  thely development epbarnces the ration as o whols end
glver the ;,mmli@:* avthorities mive meens of dnberventicn in the sconomy.

‘*:;hﬂ* people thomselves, ﬁhﬁ* distrivetive of poofite dn
veyal cat %ﬁmm of E‘mw*.&m{ B owill Bave & gresber shags
: fn the apmed forces modernizetdon project and will thue
‘@"‘% m ﬂfit from thisi but these wiil ot be the plant meragers
: widers, oor the ferwers snd husinesesmen, nor the eivil
»eﬁ oy m;ﬁliwm Prrsonpsel,; all of vhow sre eo nmumerous la modern
the people who will bene®it post from thiz will he the teoh-
whe Jargest pepee of the word, that ie to ssy, sclentisbs,
mﬁ? apacielistz of ell kinds whose suthorisy in the srmed
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Cforces and throughout the melios will comtimue to grow.

Pab ouwr military policy 1a neving ita effect not only na the
wetionel soupay end op the hrainlay of ondowsp it alkready hes exer-
ted inflvence spd will ronbinwe to exert move and wore lalluspce ou
the opizniom of Freachmen e to the problems of netionsl detense,

Prerea ie av ol militery setich; we koow that we oo defend
curseleng oly with nocd wespona, {rat is b0 sy, 2homic weapons: A
militery policy which crgamizes the produetiom of these wespone will
give Prenchesy confiderce in thonselves and will Justify the sacrifices
that exe deranded of them. A poliey which, Tecanse of ifeology or
ecomomy, rejecte these messuwes will laad %0 a aitustlon where Fremeb-
pea will po losger tale ex intorest in thelr cws defsnse.

Our militery policy in part exvislovs the recent gvoluticn of
tha politienl itmaddtuticns of thr maticn. I hawe suld why aod bow the
(hied of State showld be the only perecn fo determine the use of the
strateglic suclear force. ‘fhe comsequente of tala, in s democratlie
gyatem, i# thed the Chied of Stale cax no dowwsr be eler wd by several
basdred wembeys of Parlispert, nor even by o siightly move mmsrous
vk abill restristed elschorel college; he nuat be eleciad by the
entive sation waleh he can plunge intc the most terwville vrials. Cur
milltary policy reipforoes the cther argament Ln fzvor of the elegblion
af a Presifent of the Fepublisc on the besis of unlversed su'™iroge.

To 6 great Segres Lt thus deversings the posidion of Frence
in Burope snd ip the worddy 1t iz thus cne of the essenbtisl clements
of our forelgn poliey. This sssertion is mot now, Dub 1% is particularly
true todey.

Io 1559 a dscleion was made to hove France Soln e Buropesn
neighbors and the United Statea In the Atlamtic Allierce; thls led 4o
the orestion of KATO end 1t falled o Jlesd to the Buropenn Delense
Copmunity. Thia alllispce has enabled Burope, thanks to amrican pro-

teabion, to resled Soviet pressure and to recever meterially and sven
wiliterily. '

Froz She very beginndng, the prizeipnl problen of the Atlsntic
Alliapce has besn the use of atonic wespoma baceuss, sfter 1045 apd Tor
a long time giumoe then, netione hwmve been cluasified lots two calegories:
thoss that bad puclear weapons and those thot did mot, Only the forwer
are ppable of defepding their freedom and thelr wey of 1ife; the others
are cohlermed to servitude or satellite etatus. ’

Cur nuclear wespong will not ensble us to male Frince ope of
the glants of the worldsbut they will s=nable ¥rance to gease being s

had lh -
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regliglble guentity whenever our vitel inberests ave ab stake.

whls is why the Americsns sil the Russlens are sepimet  the
developrent of natiopsl wwlear fortea which will meke 1t mowe QLS.
adt For them to pursus thelr poiicy of hegemogy and Jeopaxdiize thelr
vegults: this is why the nuclear armament of Frence is ab the very
core of Franco-fmerican relationa.

. {ater on, this iesue will become a privery sae in Europesu
palicy because Furcpe cepnot Le mglle culy on the basis of sconowic and

’ ' taehnical commumities, oo matier how necessary they wey be. To epeble

- Burope to exist) scmeons will heve to take cherge and sasuve the reg-

T .7 popeibility of ita defense aund, to that end, someoue will heve to have
4 , puclear wespons, When we gat to thet polnt, we will see that Frence te

‘ poesession of her own nuclesy weapons will be the keysbtons in the
i Furopean setyup and, because of thie, the toplc of the moet Lmpasaioned
! dlscusnlons . . ‘ : ,

_ Tt iz essy to draw the conelusion from thie setlcles the mailsn
fenture of our militery policy is the desislon sdopted by Cepsral De
Geulle to glve Fravos nuclsay wespons srd thie decision will bavs the
kind of sonsequences that will determine the destiny of France for a
long time to come. : )
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